The Besse family history is a typical migration story, which happened many
times in Europe in the past: Since the 17th century, there have been emigra-
tions from Switzerland to Belgium, Germany, England, Holland and France
as well as from the Palatinate to the United States in the 19th century. After
the Thirty Years’ War, the Swiss Isaac Besse immigrated into the German
duchy Palatinate-Zweibrtcken in 1682. However, it was not a workman
who immigrated, but the son of a Swiss notary from the French-speaking
canton Vaud. As the nobly appointed Mayor (Stadtschultheil3), Isaac Besse
held a public office in the town of Hornbach near Zweibriicken (Two
Bridges/Palatinate). This academic study includes numerous old documents
from different archives which provide interesting insight into early modern
times. The documents tell of the imposing inheritance from the Governor
Francis Best (Francois Besse) from the Island of Jersey/England, the quar-
rel over a dowry, French lifestyle and more. On account of the good quality
of the documentary material in the Swiss archives, the Besse/Paillard family
tree can be traced back over 21 generations until 1397.
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