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Move from Feyen to Steinbach and return 

 

The Teacher 

 

Figure 35. Teacher in 1633 (from the 
house books of the Nuremberg 
Twelve Brothers foundation) 

 

Teacher and winegrower Peter MAAS and Anna Maria SCHNEIDER  

Peter MASS (28 Jan 1803 ; died 18 
Jun 1877 in Custar, Wood, Ohio), son 
of Stefan  MAAS (b. 1750; died 1837), 
married first on 29 Oct 1827, in Trier-
Feyen, to Anna Maria SCHNEIDER 
(b. about 1803 in St. Medard, Trier; 
died in child bet on 20 Aug 1828 in 
Steinbach, Lebach).  

The following child was born in 
Steinbach: 1  

1. Anna Maria (b. 16 Aug 1828; 
died 16 Aug 1818 stillbirth) 

In the same year, Peter married  
second on 29 November 1828 to 
Barbara LAMBERT from Steinbach (b. 
about 1798; died on 24 March 1837 in 
Feyen). 

The following children were 
born in Steinbach: 

1. Anna Maria Elisabeth 
(b. 19 Dec 1829; died 11 
Oct 1832 in Steinbach) 

2. Matthias (b. 26 May 1831; 
10 Apr 1915 Custar, Wood, 
Ohio, USA). He married in 
1861 in Mannebach to Mary (1934-1929).3  

3. Anna Maria (b. 1 Feb 1833) 

4. Susanna (b. 17 Dec 1834; 9 Feb 1835 in Steinbach) 

5. Catherine (b. 24 March 1837; died 1913 US) 

The couple Maas-Lambert needed a dispensation according a letter that 
he sent from Thalexweiler to Trier-St. Matthias. 

 

                                                      
1  See Storb/Naumann/Naumann 2002: 1576. 
3  See Storb/Naumann Amtsblatt der Regierungsbezirks Trier 1853: 423. 
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The Winemaker 

 

Figure 36. Winemaker in 1425 (from 
the house books of the Nuremberg 
Twelve Brothers foundation) 

 

After the death of Peters father in 
1837, the couple MAAS/LAMBERT 
returned to Feyen.  On 24 March 
1837 Barbara died after the birth of 
the daughter Catherine. Peter mar-
ried a third time, on 14 March 1840, 
to Catherine Thiel (b. 1815; died 
1887 in Custar, Ohio).  

 The following children were born 
in Feyen: 

1. Peter (b. 3 Apr 1842; died 
1920) 

2. Johann (b. 24 Feb 1844; 
died 1933) 

3.  Stephan J. (b. 8 Oct 1846; 
died 1910) 

4. Nikolaus (b. 13 Dec 1847; 
died 1917) 

5. Joseph  

6. Jacob  

7. Peter  

8. Johann Heinrich  

  

 
The Steinbach schoolteacher Peter Maas came in 1826 from the village 

Feyen near Trier to Steinbach (town Eppelborn). He attended the teacher 
seminar (Lehrerseminar) of St. Matthias and graduated in about 1825. He was 
the youngest of many children and we understand that since he was a very 
clever student, he was asked to become a schoolteacher.  

Peter started his first teacher’s job in Steinbach (now Lebach) with his 
first wife Anna Maria Schneider, born in St. Medard in Trier (see 
Thalexweiler church book) that he married on 29 October 1827 in Feyen, 
St. Matthias, Trier. He taught in Steinbach from 1826-1837 at the new school 
with pupils from Steinbach and Dörsdorf. In 1828, his first wife died in 
childbirth. In the same year, Peter married Barbara Lambert (1803-1837) in 
Steinbach. They had 4 children born in Steinbach (see Thalexweiler church 
book). In 1837, Barbara died at the birth of the fifth child in Feyen, to where 
the family had returned. Peter auctioned off his goods in March 1837. 
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In 1826, the teacher Maas taught pupils from Dörsdorf and Steinbach 
(who previously had to attend school in Thalexweiler) in the new school 
house founded in 1822 in the Sotzweiler Street. It was mentioned that 
school lessons were given in the hall of the Graf Restaurant (also named 
Perres) since 1799. In Prussian times after 1815, many teachers in the 
Schaumberg area had been trained in teacher seminars in Trier. Lots of 
them came from the Mosel. On the other hand, lots of teachers from our 
region were sent to teach in the Eifel or Mosel regions. 

The first school house in the Sotzweiler Street was only a one-story 
house without an apartment for the teacher.  

 

 
Figure 1. There was still a building of the parcel that belonged to the village of 
Steinbach (Steinbach map of the year 1790).  

The teachers had to find a lodging house, which was very difficult at 
that time. In 1835, the teacher Maas had an income of 90 talers.  
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His salary consisted of 18 talers from the village fund and 60 talers 
from the parents of the children from Dörsdorf and Steinbach. Moreover, he 
had a meadow in the district “At the Loch meadow”, which produced hay 
from the first and second cutting at the value of 10 talers, and a parcel of 
farmland in the district “At Mehl hill” at the value of 2 talers. There are re-
ports about a complaint about the teacher Maas in the school archive in 
Tholey concerning his education methods. 

 

Figure 2 : Peters parcel of farmland in the district “At Mehl hill” (Mehlberg) be-
longed the village of Steinbach (Source: LVGL) 
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Figure 3: Peters parcel of farmland in the district “At Mehl hill” (Mehlberg) be-
longed the village of Steinbach (Source: LVGL) 
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Figure 4. Drawing of the parcel where the old school was standing until 1839 was 
sold in 1840 (Source: Schmidt 2007: 47) 
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Figure 5. In 1845 the parcel of the old school belonged to Johann Georg Graff that 
had build a new house there (Prussian map of 1845, LVGL). 

 

Figure 6: Steinbach of a map from the year 1846: The new school war rebuild in 
the upper village (Oberdorf);  the old school in the Unterdorf was rebuild in a 
normal house and inn (map of 1846, LVGL) . 
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No. 158 of the repertory of the year 1837   [half a thaler 15 GR.] 
Cashed for the record of  
the signed notary from today  
at the instigation of Peter Maas, schoolteacher, 
in Steinbach, with the auction number  
158 of the repertory 
Tholey 10th March 1837  
Bochkoltz [Notary] 
 
No. 1568 of the repertory of the year 1837 
Today on 10th March 1837 at nine o’clock in the morning before the signed Jacob 
Bochkoltz, Royal Notary, residing in Tholey, Land court district Saarbrücken, and in 
the presence of the signed witnesses the teacher Peter Maas from Steinbach held a 
free public auction to sell his furnishings.  

[to the conditions of the auction see the English Schlemmer chronicle or the 
English Klesen chronicle] 

After reading these conditions to the people present, the notary began to auction off 
the following property: 
1) Magretha PAULUS wife SCHEID from Steinbach received a bucket for a groschen  .. 1 
2) Wilhelm KIRSCH mason in said place, a bucket for 3 groschen  .............................. 3 
3) Johann Buchholz shepherd thereat a scythe for 12 groschen  ..............................12 
4) Jacob Schnur schoolteacher from Scheuern a cradle for 12 groschen  .................12 
5) Johann Marck shoemaker in Thalexweiler a hoe for 11 groschen  ........................11 
6) Johann Schuh farmer thereat, a shovel for 6 groschen  ......................................... 6 
7) Magretha Paulus a pillow cover for 1 groschen  .................................................... 1 
8) Jacob Schnur schoolteacher 2 faience bowls for 5 groschen  ................................ 5 
9) The same a bucket for 6 groschen  ........................................................................ 6 
10) Georg Schuh schoolteacher in Doersdorf 6 faience plates for 6 groschen  ......... 6 
11) Peter Kühn linen weaver in Steinbach jars for 2 Groschen  ................................. 2 
12) Jacob Reiter farmer from Doersdorf ham for 1  thaler 2 groschen    
Jacob + Reiter   ................................................................................................    1   2 
13) Jacob Doerr backer from Thalexweiler the same for 23 groschen  ...................... 23 
14) The same also ham for 1 thaler 8 groschen  .....................................................  1    8 
15) Andreas Schmitt stone carver from Steinbach a piece of meat for 10 groschen   10 
          Andreas Schmitt 
16) Nicolas Heckmann schoolteacher from Hasborn 3 copper cups for 3 gr.  ........... 3 
17) Johann Berwian the old farmer from Steinbach 1 spinning wheel for 16 gr.  ...... 16 
18) Nicolas Nicolay from Doersdorff 1 fireplace for 11 groschen  ............................. 11 
19) Mathias Doerr mason from Steinbach 1 crib for 20 groschen  ............................ 20 
            Mathias Dörr 
20) Nicolas Krueger village forester from Hasborn 1 wardrobe  
       For 20 thaler 5 groschen      Krueger .............................................................. 20   5 
21) Nicolas Friess II farmer from Thalexweiler 1 kneading trough for 6 groschen  ....  6 
22) Jacob Doerr above-named, 1 clock for 2 thaler 10 gr. ...................................... 2 10 
 Jacob Dörr  = 29. 29 
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transfer: 29.29 
23) Nicolas Trockur farmer from Hasborn 1 iron pot for 28 groschen  ...................... 28 
24) Nicolas Heckmann above named, the same for 12 groschen  ............................. 12 
25) Johann Perius farmer from Steinbach manure for 2 thaler 20 groschen .......  2    20 
 Johann Perius 
26) Jacob Rau shepherd from Steinbach 1 goat for 2 thaler 27 gr.  .....................  2    27 
27) Johann Berwian above named, old wood for 16 groschen  ................................. 16 
28) the same 1 cow for 25 2/3 thaler  .................................................................. 25  20 
 Johann Berwian 
29) the same 1 trough for 2 thaler  .........................................................................  2 -- 
30) Johann Perius above named 2 cornfields at “Auf der hinteren Rahm”, for 3 years  
for 16 thaler 5 groschen  ......................................................................................  16   5 
 Johann Perius 
31) Johann Schuh from Thalexweiler above named 1 lantern for 9 gr.  .................... 9 
32) Johann Peter Schmitt mason from Steinbach, one field at “Unten am Mehlberg“,  
to be plowed during 2 years for 1 thaler 7 groschen   .........................................   1    7 
 Johann Peter schmitt 
33) Peter Schmitt farmer from Steinbach the same at “Hinter dem Allenbure”, to be 
plowed during 2 years for 2 thaler 14 groschen  ..................................................  2   14 
 Peter Schmit 
34) Peter Kühn the same at “Am Lindscheider Pfad”, to be plowed during 2 years for 2 
thaler 8 groschen  .................................................................................................   2    8 
 Peter Kühn 
35) Johann Schwarz farmer from Scheuern 8 bundle wheat straw for 16 gr.  .....       16 
36) the same 11 bundle straw for 1 thaler   Johann Schwartz  ............................ 1    -- 
37) Peter Schedler Spielen farmer from Doersdorf 13 bundle oat straw for 25 gr  ... 25 
38) Stephan Schuh farmer from black coal ash for 17 groschen  ............................... 17 
 Steffan Schu 
  = 90.  13 
 
 

transfer: 90. 13. 
39) Nicolas Rollard day-laborer from Thalexweiler 4 quart of potatoes for 
1 thaler 14 groschen    Nicolas + Rollard  ................................................................ 1  14 
40) Margretha Paulus 3 quart of the same for 1 thaler 13 gr.   1  13 
41) Nicolas Rollard 3 more of the same for 1 thaler 14 gr.  .................................... 1  14 
42) Jacob Doerr 3 more of the same for 1 thaler 14 groschen  ............................... 1  14 
43) Johann Bohn day-laborer in Doersdorff 3 quart of the same for 1 thaler  
12 groschen  Johann + Bohn  ................................................ 1  12 
44) the same in addition to the same for 1 thaler 12 groschen  ............................. 1  12 
45) Johann Hasel carpenter from Steinbach 3 quart dito for 1 thaler 
13 groschen. Guarantor Adam Schuh Patten farmer thereat  ................................ 1  13 
 Adam Schug 
46) Nicolas Schwed Linen weaver from .... 9 quart of the same for 4 thaler 3 groschen.  
Guarantor Peter Schmitt farmer from Steinbach  ................................................... 4   3 
 Nikolas Schwed Peter Scheit  



10 

Chapter  

 

47) Philipp Schmitt farmer from Steinbach 1 table for 25 groschen  ......................... 25 
48) Nicolas Heckmann 3 chairs for 9 groschen  ..........................................................  9 
49) the same also 2 chairs for 12 groschen  ............................................................... 12 
50) the same 24 pound of meat for 2 thaler 24 groschen  ...................................... 2  24 
 Heckmann 
51) Georg Schuh teacher some books for 6 thaler  .................................................  6   --- 
 Georg Schu 
52) Johann Kuhn Peters farmer from Hasborn 1 kitchen cabinet for 11 thaler  ..... 11  -- 
 Johannes Kuhn 
53) Andreas Schmitt 1 table for 1 thaler 15 groschen  ............................................ 1   15 
 Andreas Schmitt 
54) Johann Recktenwald farmer from Hasborn 1 birdcage for 10 gr. ........................  10 
55) the same 1 umbrella and 1 coiler for 18 groschen  ..............................................  18 
The notary knows personally all successful bidder and guarantors    = 128   11 
The present protocol was finished at 2 o’clock in the afternoon with a total amount of 
128 thaler 11 groschen.  
Happened in Steinbach in the schoolhouse in the apartment of Peter Maas in the 
presence of the 2 witnesses, Jacob Buchheit, blacksmith from Steinbach, and Johann 
Schmitt, wainwright from Steinbach, who all signed after lecture: Peter Maas 
Jacob buch heit      Johannes Schmitt   
Bochkoltz 
 
 
[tax …] 

 


