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At first, it was assumed that the family name BESSE came from 
France. This was considered to be possible due to the high fre-
quency of town, field names, and family names in France. In 
addition, many questioned families from Saarland that share the 
name BESSE shared this assumption. This assumption was, how-
ever, proven inaccurate at least until the end of the 15th century 
by the following research. 
The research began in the summer of 2000 at the registry office 
of the community of Tholey by ascertaining Friedrich Carl 
BESSE, named Charles BESSÉ, born in Zweibrücken (“Deuxponts 
Département la Monttonnere”). The immigrant Isaac BESSE was 
discovered in the immigrant registry of the Institute for Palati-
nate History and Folklife Studies in Kaiserslautern to be from 
“Kröy/ Sanet” = Sainte-Croix (Canton Vaud, Switzerland) who 
then emigrated to Hornbach (Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany) 
and was employed there as mayor (Stadtschultheiß). With this, 
only after a few days, the research had taken an unexpected turn. 
Like so many families from Saarland and West-Palatinate, the 
BESSE family was found to have originated in Switzerland. 
The research in a genealogical database on the Internet helped to 
follow the entire lineage of the name all the way back to Guil-
laume BESSE (born about 1500). In the Canton archive in 
Lausanne, Henri PAILLARD, who was named BESSE, was discov-
ered to be the oldest, first mentioned in the year 1502, sure car-
rier of the name. The family name PAILLARD was first men-
tioned in the year 1397 in Sainte-Croix. The entire ancestry of 
the BESSE family exists over 17 generations and is available with 
hardly any gaps. In addition, it can be reconstructed through the 
original name PAILLARD back to the year 1397 over 21 genera-
tions. 
By questioning the families with the name BESSE that live in 
Saarland, the suspicion that all families that live in Saarland 
with the name BESSE are descendants of Friedrich Carl BESSE 
was confirmed. Friedrich Carl BESSE was employed as a district 
forester in Tholey towards the end of the 18th century. 
The information in this book takes into account the migrations 
of people of the BESSE family out of Switzerland and into Ger-
many (Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland). With this, not only 
will the genealogical data be listed, but also the life circum-
stances and the social surroundings of the ancestors will be ex-
plored, as well as the communication of background cultural as-
pects. In addition, the following writings contain clues to the 
emigration of family members to England, Holland, Poland, 
France, Switzerland, Australia, and America. The information 
(see also the homepage http://www.besse.de) is also meant to 
assist people with the family name BESSE to better conduct their 
own research into their name. 
 

 

New Publication 2005 
Maria Besse / Thomas Besse: The 
Mayor of Hornbach Stadtschultheiß 
Isaac Besse (1652-1725), Ancestors and 
Descendants. Published by Thomas 
Besse, 202 pages, hardcover, gauze 
binding, digital print, 22 colored pages, 
6 maps, 72 photos and 28 figures, Saar-
brücken 2005, ISBN 3-937436-03-0, 
EURO 18.00. 
 

 
 

See also on Internet 
http://www.besse.de 

 

 



Story of an Immigrant 
Chronicles of the Besse Family from Butternut published 

 

BUTTERNUT. The German authors 
Dr. Maria Besse and Thomas Besse 
from Riegelsberg in Germany have 
published the chronicles of the 
Besse family under the title “The 
Mayor of Hornbach Isaac Besse 
(1652-1725), Ancestors and De-
scendants“. The new book is being 
promoted by John Besse, President 
of the BESSE FOREST PRO-
DUCTS GROUP COMPANIES in 
Gladstone, Michigan.  

The name Besse is fairly well known in Butternut. 
Henry Besse Sr., a German immigrant, was one of the first 
men to settle in the area in 1877 and one of the founding 
fathers of Butternut.  

The Besse family history is a typical migration story, 
which happened many times in Europe in the past: Since the 
17th century, there have been emigrations from Switzerland to 
Belgium, Germany, England, Holland and France as well as 
from the Palatinate to the United States in the 19th century.  

After the Thirty Years’ War, the Swiss Isaac Besse immi-
grated into the German duchy Palatinate-Zweibrücken in 
1682. However, it was not a workman who immigrated, but 
the son of a Swiss notary from the French-speaking canton of 
Vaud. As the nobly appointed Mayor (Stadtschultheiss), Isaac 
Besse held a public office in the town of Hornbach near Zwei-
brücken (Two Bridges/Palatinate).  

Isaac Besse’s grandson Henry Besse from Annweiler, 
Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany emigrated to the United 
States in 1849 and served as postmaster in Butternut as did his 
son and grandson. 

This academic study includes numerous old documents 
from different archives which provide interesting insight into 
early modern times. The documents tell of the imposing in-
heritance from the Governor Francis Best (François Besse) 

from the Island of Jersey/England, the quarrel over a dowry, 
French lifestyle, a brief history to Butternut by Ruth Gear and 
more. On account of the good quality of the documentary ma-
terial in the Swiss archives, the Besse family tree can be 
traced back over 21 generations to 1397. 

 
Coat of Arms: The story of the Swiss Immigrant Isaac Besse 
– here you can see the family coat of arms – is described in 
the new book of the Besse family.  PHOTO: Thomas Besse 

● The Mayor of Hornbach Isaac Besse (1652-1725), Ances-
tors and Descendants, 202 pages, hardcover, 106 photos, 
ISBN 3-937436-03-0, price 20 Dollars, to order, contact 
Thomas Besse, Germany, mailto:thomas@besse.de .  
 
For more information see the website www.besse.de. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


